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Editorial

I doubt that many will remember, but this was the look of The Valley Scribe when

I published my first issue as editor. It was August, 2009. We were rising from

the ashes. The team I'd helped form had just succeeded in getting SFV’s charter
reinstated with California Writers Club. It was time to rebuild! I was conscripted as
newsletter editor (and designer and builder of our new website!).

A lot has happened since then.

With the exception of a two-year hiatus (when the San Fernando Valley and West
Valley branches reunited), I have edited this publication for seven years.

We have published fifty-five issues, all on time and (relatively) error free.

We have presented instruction, opinions, creative writing, tutorials, reviews, news,
satire, contests and event notifications — all (with the sole exception, I believe, of
Emma Lazerous’ sonnet, The New Colossus) written by our members.

We have published supplements featuring excerpts from our members’ major
works.

In an effort to broaden your horizons, we have printed a wide range of work —
from children’s stories to ‘adult’ material (with suitable warnings).

Through it all, I have striven to present a platform for you to share your creativity,
open your horizons, and publish. Many of you have seized the opportunity.

We have been aware that our audience is wider than just our branch; each issue
is mailed out to the Presidents and Editors of all the other branches. Many of your
efforts have been re-printed in other CWC newsletters.

In addition, each issue is posted on the Internet. We have tried to present a peri-
odical that is worthy of such distribution.

I say, “we,” not only in the ‘editorial’ sense, but because I have had a lot of help.
Over the years, I have tried to credit and thank them. I will not list them here; seven
years is a long time, and I'm sure to leave someone out.

This will be my last issue as editor.

To those who read... who contributed... who praised... who thanked... my thanks
in return. =--

June ‘Guess The
Theme’ challenge.

There were three
responses: one from
our branch, and two
from other branches.
Two were correct,
including the one
from our branch,
Yolanda Fintor’s.
Brava Yolanda!

Solution
(Illustrations, by page)
Lagoon
Loon
Moon
Prune
Raccoon
Balloon
Cocoon
Noon
9. Saloon
10. Bassoon
11. Pontoon

PN DU DN

... all rhyme with
‘Tune), the issue€’s
month.

Renew your membership!

Bring your $45 to the
Welcome Table at our or
August or September

meeting

reinstatement fee.

Doo-bee doo-bee DUES be due dis month.

Mail your check to:
CWC-SFV,
9625 Fullbright Ave.,
Chatsworth, CA 91311

Remember, members who renew AFTER SEPT 30, will be charged a $20
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ANTHOLOGY REMINDER!!!

You have until August 15" to submit work for our up-coming CWC-SFV Anthology.

For information, go to our website, under ‘Membership.
go directly to:

http://cwc-sfv.org/ Anthology/

g
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June Review: Self-marketing — Ideas that work

... Or not.

John Klawitter

(Note: This is an excerpt from a longer piece. Notations have
been added, and text that did not bear on the program was
deleted.

Too bad! It was a fun article.)

After this [social] period, a man named Doug introduced
a panel of three people who would discuss marketing. He
jokingly said his job as head of the panel would be to run
the time clock, allotting 15 minutes per panelist. This
proved to be true.

The first speaker, Sherry Lynn Harris, talked about how
she marketed her book, When Your Parent Becomes Your
Child: Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support. She had a variety
of valuable marketing suggestions including speaking at
caregiver support groups, talk radio, local newspapers.
Her most frightening statistic was that 40% of Alzheimer’s
caregivers die before the patient does.

Next in the tank was a tall young woman named Shelly
Cornelius. Shelly swiftly (she only had 15 minutes and
Doug was efficient on the timer) plowed through an
inspiring mess of Internet suggestions — from Twitter and
LinkedlIn to facebook and Pinterest and Tumblr — leaving a
bewildered audience nodding in a way that said they wished
she had another half hour... or 15 minutes less.

And then Janna Orkney took the stage. Jannas dad
started an army surplus store after WWII, and his business
venture grew to 31 outlets, and when you grow up in that
milieu all sorts of interesting stuff happens. But you have
to buy the book [Growing Up With G. I. Joes] to read about
that (I did). Janna’s 15 minutes was good-naturedly spent
sharing her own experiences promoting what shed written.
Relying on an extensive marketing plan, she attributes
her success to social media, good contacts, and luck. (See
Malcolm Gladwell’s book Outliers for more information
about how important good contacts are.)

August Member Social
& Pot Luck Gathering

Saturday, August 6, 2016
Please bring your donation of FINGER FOOD
Cool beverages provided
Katzenberg Pavilion, MPTF
1:00 - 3:00 PM

Our annual members only social.

« POTLUCK Finger Food and Pot luck con-
versations.

« You're the program!

+ Bring your creative self to our one big
opportunity to learn about members you
don’t know well, yet!

» You may gather in small groups, or large.
Words. Conversations about writing, the
art, the frustration, the successes.

« What are you writing?

« What are your creative ideas for future
writing, blogging, speaking, singing,
dancing, painting?

« Itis your day. Have fun!

o Ideas for club activities? Share them too.

If you cannot join us, please let me know.
andipolk4@gmail.com

CWC Lit Review Out!

If you haven't already received it, The the CWC
Lit Review is on its way. It contains forty-one
features, of which SFV contributed two: A Con-
nection in Time by Rita Keely Brown, and Can
You Hear Me Now by Sheila Moss.

To them, “Congratulations!”, and to the rest of
you, “Enjoy!”


mailto:andipolk4%40gmail.com?subject=
http://cwc-sfv.org/Anthology/
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http://CWC-SFV.ORG
mailto:andipolk4%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com/
http://www.socalwritersshowcase.com/
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The Fine Print
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The Valley Scrile
The Newsletter of the
San Fema”d‘(’)fv alley Branch California Writers Club
California Writers Club San Fernando Valley Branch
is published monthly. OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS
We solicit submissions from members. . _ .
(See Bulletin Board: “SU BMISS'ONS”) PI:eSldent, An.drea Polk andlpolk4@gma11.c0m
Vice Pres., Rita Keeley Brown  ritakeeleybrown@yahoo.com
. Treasurer, Mary Freeman mfreeman2207@yahoo.com
Editor Secretary, Doug Douglas doubledouglas@verizon.net
TBA Membership (Acting), Andi Polk andipolk4@gmail.com
Programs (Acting), Andi Polk andipolk4@gmail.com
Media Relations, Kay Henden CWC@Hendon.com
Staff Member-At-Large, Bob Okowitz apthealth@hotmail.com
Proofread b Douelas. Sh Mal Central Board Rep.,Mary Freeman mfreeman2207@yahoo.com
roofreaders: Doug Douglas, Sharron Malus _
& & Pre-Session Leader, N/A
Webmaster, Ray Malus cwe-sfv@roadrunner.com
Newsletter Editor, TBA
All attributed works are copyrighted by the author
d d with jssion.
ana are Lised with permission LOTS of great information at our
Website:
www.cwe-sfv.org
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